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11.  (U)  The  Alliance  for  Peace  and  Democracy,  led  by 
religious,  private  sector  and  professional  organization 
leaders,  marched  in  San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras,  second  largest 
city  and  business  center,  on  June  23  in  support  of  democracy 
and  to  protest  President  Manuel  "Mel"  Zelaya,s  attempt  to 
hold  a June  28  nation-wide,  government-sponsored  poll.  The 
poll,  which  was  ruled  illegal  by  an  appellate  court,  is  the 
first  step  in  the  President, s plan  to  hold  a Constituent 
Assembly  and  rewrite  the  Constitution  (reftels).  Reported 
participation  in  the  march  varied  widely  with  newspapers 
reporting  a clearly  exaggerated  120,000,  San  Pedro  Sula 
police  reporting  20,000,  and  a private  security  firm 
estimating  between  5,000  and  10,000.  From  photographs  and 
video  of  the  march,  we  estimate  that  the  police  figure  was 
probably  the  most  accurate.  The  Alliance  also  launched  a 
media  campaign  and  held  several  smaller  rallies  throughout 
the  country. 

V2 . (C)  COMMENT:  The  San  Pedro  Sula  march  was  the  largest  in 

Honduras  on  any  issue  in  recent  memory,  by  a factor  of  at 
least  four  even  with  the  20,000  estimate.  It  was 
particularly  noteworthy  as  the  crowd  was  not  paid,  which  is 
typically  true  of  government-sponsored  rallies.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  if  the  interest  can  be  maintained  or  expanded  to 
other  cities.  A demonstration  organized  by  the  same  group  in 
Tegucigalpa  on  June  24  drew  only  150  people.  END  COMMENT 
LLORENS 


